
GSMG Tuition hikes teach-in
I. Introduction
• “Hi, I am a student...” Mention your year and your program.  
• “I am a member/ we are members of the Graduate Student Mobilization Group here at 

McGill, a group of grad students at McGill who believe in free education for all and are 
working together to oppose the proposed tuition hikes.”

• “We are here to talk about the tuition hikes and student strikes going on in Quebec, and 
to make sure that you all know about the upcoming PGSS Strike this Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday, March 20th-22nd.”

II. Warm up questions (examples) 
• Do you know about the proposed tuition hikes? 
• Are you aware of the broader context in which this is happening? 
• Have you heard about student strikes currently underway?
• Do you know of the PGSS vote for a 3-day strike?

III. Expand on the information drawn out above
• Students are striking to oppose the provincial government’s unnecessary tuition 

increases. Tuition is set to increase nearly 75% in the next five years, or $325 more 
every year starting in September 2012 and ending in 2017, which amounts to an added 
financial load of $1,625 per student per year;

• Did you know it currently takes 93 TA hours to pay for tuition, with the increase in full 
effect TAs will have to work 144 hours to pay for tuition; 

• The broader context: overall cuts to public services, imposing user fees; privatization of 
education funding; 

• Students are striking because general student strikes are effective (see pg 6-7 for 
examples). Throughout Quebec history general strikes have effectively forced the 
government into negotiations with student associations because the possibility of 
canceling a semester is economically and logistically impossible. Students are striking 
for their siblings, their friends, their children, for all Québec students, today and 
tomorrow. Tuition fee increases make universities less accessible, especially for 
students from racialized communities and less affluent backgrounds (also see Queer 
McGill statement);

• The current context: other universities and CEGEPS that are striking; over 150,000 
students on strike in Quebec, 10,000 students at McGill (PGSS+Social Work+French 
Literature);

• PGSS Vote  : at the PGSS Annual General Meeting, a vote was passed by grad students 
at McGill to go on a three-day strike, from Tuesday, March 20 to Thursday, March 22. 
The stated goal of this strike is to allow for education and preparation leading up to, and 
greater graduate student attendance at, the province-wide demonstration on March 
22nd.

IV. Why all of this matters to grad students: hand out GSMG pamphlet and read out (first 
passage of) the blurb addressing grad students:

Graduate students have a particularly powerful role to play in a strike, as their research  
work is central to the university’s economic well-being. Because of our unique position in 
the academy, graduate students have a lot at stake in the trend to defund and privatize 
the University. From the intrusion of private and corporate money in determining what gets 
researched and how, to the increased financial burden on students to cover this research, 
to diminishing access to student  funding and fewer TA hours, the financial  position of  
graduate students is becoming more and more precarious. 
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http://queermcgill.ca/2012/03/queer-mcgill-position-on-tuition-hikes/
http://queermcgill.ca/2012/03/queer-mcgill-position-on-tuition-hikes/
http://www.newswire.ca/en/story/935155/the-graduate-students-of-mcgill-university-join-the-strike-movement
http://mcgillgradmobilization.files.wordpress.com/2012/02/iris.pdf
http://cfsontario.ca/downloads/CFS-Racialised%20Impact%20of%20Tuition%20Fees.pdf
http://wsdb.concordia.ca/about-us/official-position-on-issues/documents/2012SdBITuitionFees.pdf
http://freeeducationmontreal.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/Why-Should-We-Strike-23-answers-for-students_updated-January-2012.pdf
http://freeeducationmontreal.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/Why-Should-We-Strike-23-answers-for-students_updated-January-2012.pdf


V. What’s the deal? Is this a “real” strike or not? 

Here’s an eloquent statement put out by the MA Media Studies Students at Concordia:

“We see this action as a strike and not a boycott – in ceasing our coursework, we seek to make 
visible the detrimental impact of tuition hikes on our futures but also to make visible the very real 
labour of our research and course participation, which enriches the programs and atmosphere 
of our department, individual professor’s research, and the university at large. We understand 
that a student strike differs from a labour strike, and we use such language knowingly. Although 
we may not be bound by a labour contract, we are part of a student association and feel that the 
strike is a necessary collective action. In calling our action a strike, we seek to align ourselves 
with student movements and protests province-wide against privatization and for academic 
freedom and accessible education. We do not consider ourselves consumers passively 
receiving a service (as the term “boycott” implies); we believe that education is a right.” (More 
here)

VI. What am I supposed to do on a strike day? 

The idea is to:

NOT attend class;
NOT do academic/research work;

DO complete RA/TA work;
DO attend some of the many events run at Thompson House over the three days (including 
educational activities, banner-making, creative actions, etc);
DO speak to your instructors well in advance if you plan not to attend class or submit 
assignments that day;
DO turn out for the demonstration on the 22nd (McGill grad students will meet at Roddick Gates 
at noon on the 22nd to walk together to the main demonstration);

Ultimately, though, the decision is yours – you are not mandated to do or not do anything.

VII. Where can I learn more? 

This site (http://mcgillgradmobilization.wordpress.com) is extremely useful for info about the 
tuition increases and other policy changes, and links to other websites (such as 
http://freeeducationmontreal.org).

Check out the proposal from the government of Quebec outlining their plan for the new system 
of financing post-secondary education. Concerns have been raised not just about the 
accessibility/affordability of education, but also about the ways that universities will be 
encouraged to find money (private sources) and prioritize research dollars. 

VIII. Brief Q+A session 
Some questions and ideas to leave people thinking about:

1. What is the purpose of education? 
2. What are our priorities at McGill?
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http://www.budget.finances.gouv.qc.ca/Budget/2011-2012/fr/documents/Education.pdf
http://mediaswap.wordpress.com/
http://mediaswap.wordpress.com/
http://freeeducationmontreal.org/
http://mcgillgradmobilization.wordpress.com/

