
More than a quarter of a million Quebec students are 
ON STRIKE in protest of proposed 75% tuition increases! 

This is an historic moment!  Quebec has a vibrant history of 
student movement activism and successful strikes.  McGill has 
often been on the margins of the movement, but ohhh no; not this 
time!!!  This time McGill students ARE getting informed, ARE 
getting involved and ARE taking our place and claiming our space, 
standing in strong solidarity with Concordia University students 
and Francophone students across the province ON STRIKE! 

 

McGILL MIC STRIKE CHECK: 
Social Work Student Assoc: ON STRIKE! Mar. 19th –unlimited 

Anthropology- Archaeology grad students: ON STRIKE! 
Mar.19th—renewable every five days 

AUS strike vote failed, but 44% (495 students) did vote to go on 
general unlimited strike! 

PGSS: ON STRIKE! March 20-22nd 

French Literature grad students ON STRIKE! Mar 19-23 

Physical and Occupational Therapy Undergraduate Society (POTUS) 
ON STRIKE! March 22 

Macdonald Campus Students’ Society (MCSS) ON STRIKE! March 22 

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS! 

So y’know what time it is?!  
It’s time to  
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(know your history!) 
Student strikes in Quebec  

 
October, 1968  

Main demands: Accessibility for 
working class youth and francophones to 
higher education institutions;    
Democratization of universities. 

Results: Creation of the Quebec 
University (UQ) network.; Construction of 
UQAM 

 

October, 1974 
Main demand: Non-implementation of 

an aptitude test for university studies 
(TAEU) required for francophone students 
only. 

Result: Abolition of the TAEU 

 

December, 1974 
Main demand: Improvement to the 

system of loans and bursaries, including 
abolition of parental contribution (expected 
financial contribution by parents). 

Result: Commitment by the 
government to abolish parental contribution 
in loans and to reduce it in bursaries. 

 

...AND NO MATTER 
WHAT, DON”T CROSS 

PICKET LINES! 
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November, 1974 
Main demands: Free education; Substantial reforms to the system 

of loans and bursaries. 
Result: Significant improvement of the system of bursaries and 

loans. 
 

October, 1986 
Main demands: Stoppage of tuition hikes and cuts to loans and 

bursaries announced by the government. 
Results: The government retreats from increasing tuition and 

cutting loans and bursaries. 
 

October, 1988 
Main demands: Reactivate negotiations with the government about 

the system of bursaries and loans. 
Result: The government announces tuition hikes to improve the 

system of loans and bursaries. 
 

March & February, 1990 
Main demand: Have the government retreat from having increased 

tuition 
Result: Government doesn’t retreat. 
 

October & November, 1996 
Main demand 
Stoppage of 30% tuition increase announced by the government. 
Result: The government freezes tuition until 2007. 
 

February & March, 2005 
Demand: Stop cuts to financial aid; stop the government from 

converting $103 million of bursaries into student loans. 
Result: The government backed down on plan to convert bursaries 

into loans. 
 

The student movement is strongest when a variety of tactics come 
together in the context of a general unlimited strike.  The government has 
never backed down when faced only with demonstrations, petitions or 
symbolic actions, but when students have been united in open ended general 
strikes massive political victories have been possible. [see p. 7 note 1] 
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Know your rights: Security on campus 
According to Quebec Regulation respecting standards of conduct of 
agent licence holders carrying on a private security activity: 
 
1. In the exercise of their functions security agents may not: 
(1) use obscene, blasphemous or offensive language; 
(2) commit injurious acts or use injurious language based on race, colour, 
sex, pregnancy, sexual 
orientation, civil status, age, religion, political convictions, language, 
ethnic or national origin, social 
condition, a handicap or the use of any means to palliate a handicap; 
(3) be disrespectful or impolite toward a person; 
 
2. Agent license holders must present their license when requested to 

identify themselves... 
 

3. Agent license holders must avoid any form of 
abuse of authority in their relations with any 
person. 
In their relations, they must not: 
(1) use greater force than is necessary to 
accomplish what is required or permitted; 
(2) make threats, intimidate or harass; 
(3) knowingly make a false accusation against a 
person; or 
(4) detain any person who is not under arrest or 
that they are not authorized to detain. 
 
6. Agent licence holders must act with 

competence and professionalism. They must carry on the private 
security activities that are assigned to them and exercise all related 
functions by showing the highest degree 
of integrity, competence.  [see p.7, note 2] 
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McGill Student Code of Conduct  
5 Disruption  
(a) No student shall, by action, threat, or otherwise, knowingly obstruct 
University activities. University activities include but are not limited to, 
teaching, research, studying, administration, public service.  
(b) Disruption which occurs during the teaching of a course or the 
conduct of research may be treated as an academic offence under the 
provisions of Article 19.  
(c) Nothing in this Article or Code shall be construed to prohibit 
peaceful assemblies and demonstrations, lawful picketing, or to inhibit 
free speech.  
 
13 Picketing and Demonstrations  
No student shall, on University property, individually or with a group and 
in connection with a demonstration, including a rally or picketing:  
(a) Knowingly use words which threaten violence or bodily harm to any 
group or individual in a situation where there is clear and imminent 
danger of such violence or bodily harm, and whether or not  
the group or individual thus threatened knows of such threatening 
words; or  
(c) Knowingly use words in a situation of clear and imminent danger 
which incite others to behaviour which violates any article of this 
Section.  
 

Provisional Protocol 
Following the February 2012 6party protest during which several 
students claimed space in  the office of Deputy Provost (Student Life 
and Learning) Morton Mendelson for five days, the senior 
administration issued a highly controversial provisional protocol. This 
protocol is ambiguous and limits students’ rights to protest on campus. 

[see p.7 note 3] 
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Safe Demos  

Do not attend a demo alone. Meet up with people you know/ demo-
buddies and travel to the meeting point together. Need someone to go to 
demo with? Email myprotestbuddy@gmail.com  

*The McGill contingent for the Quebec student demo on Thursday 
March 22nd will meet at the Roddick Gates at 12 noon* 

⇒ Enjoy yourself— chant, sing, dance, drum—but stay aware of your 
surroundings and stick with your demo-buddies.  

⇒ You might want to bring a pen and paper to take note of any 
incident that might occur 

⇒ It’s a good idea to bring snacks and water.  

⇒ If the ‘vibe’ of the demo changes and you start to feel 
uncomfortable, it may be time to leave.  Be aware of your 
surroundings and make a decision with your demo-buddies about 
whether it’s time to go. 

⇒ Do not walk away from the center of a demo alone.  

⇒ Some people choose to bring a scarf or bandana to protect 
themselves in case police use pepper spray or 
tear gas to disperse the demo 

⇒ Some people like to bring a camera/video 
camera/ phone to record any arrests or 
incidents of police brutality.  You are legally 
allowed to do this if you choose to.  Remember 
that fellow protesters might not want for 
you to photograph them.  Do not post images 
of fellow protesters online without their permission! 

⇒ Do not bring anything that may contain sensitive information. Do 
not bring illegal drugs or anything that can be considered a weapon.  
Bring some but not all of your ID.  



Notes 
1. Adapted from http://www.stopthehike.ca/vers-la-greve-generale/

historique-des-greves-generales/ 

2. Regulation respecting standards of conduct of agent licence holders 
carrying on a private security activity. Private Security Act. 
Available at: http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/
telecharge.php?type=3&file=/S_3_5/S3_5R3_A.HTM 

3. http://www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/; www.mcgill.ca/deputyprovost/
channels/announcements/214062 

4. Coalition Opposed to Police Brutality (2008). Guess what? We’ve 
got rights!? Available at: http://cobp.resist.ca/en/node/5 
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Police 
 
⇒ The police have to identify themselves and/ or wear badges with 

their names and ID numbers on them.  You are under no obligation to 
speak to/ identify 
yourself to a police 
officer with a few 
exceptional circumstance, 
such as if you are under 
arrest.  

⇒ Unless you are charged 
with a crime the police 
have no right to detain or 
arrest you.  They can 
however, detain someone if they have reasonable grounds to believe 
that the person is implicated in a crime.  

⇒ If you are under arrest, the police must tell you what you are being 
charged with.  If you are under arrest you must provide your first 
and last names, your complete address and your date of birth.  You 
should say nothing else without a lawyer present. Read any 
promise to appear before signing it and demand a copy. [see note 4]. 



VIS IT  OUR WORDPRESS S ITE TO 
GET MORE INFORMATION &  STAY UP TO DATE   

 
mcg i l l g radmob i l i zat ion .wordpres s . c om  

 
 OR EMAIL US  AT :  g smg .mcg i l l@gma i l . c om 

The  GSMG  
(Graduate  Student  Mob i l i za t ion  Group )   

i s  compr i sed  o f  McGi l l  Un i vers i ty  graduate  
s tudents  who  oppo se  tu i t i o n  h i ke s  and  support  

FREE EDUCATION for  ALL!   

http://www.facebook.com/gsmg.mcgill 

gsmg_mcgill 


